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M. Gavault, and there I found a summons from that dreadful Locquin-coquiu. No one more audacious than a swindler! he cries, '' Murder! thieves! " to hang his victim. All this stirred my bile, and as I had been up since three in the morning I felt very weary, and went to bed at six to rise at four. While I slept the dear journal came; I put it aside for my waking and have just read it. All these opposing emotions, some exasperating, others gentle, not to say divine, have done me harm; I feel exhausted, which seldom happens to me. I must he at M. G-avault's at nine o clock for consultation with Mm and Ms successor, M. Picard, on the Locquin affair; now, to get there at nine o'clock supposes breakfasting at seven; and I who have still five feuillets to write for Hetzel, promised to him for this morning! I had kept them back in order to have a calm night to search them out; they needed mind, and my mind was all upset!
I entreat you, do not be worried about the Eeviews ; it would even be a pity were it otherwise. A man is lost in France the moment he makes himself a name, and is crowned in his lifetime. Insults, calumnies, rejection, all that suits me. Some day it will be known that if I lived by my pen there never entered two centimes into my purse that were not hardly and laboriously earned, that praise or blame were equally indifferent to me, that I have built up my work amid cries of hatred and literary musketry, and have clone so with a firm and imperturbable hand. My revenge is to write, in the " Debats," " Les Petits Bourgeois;" which will make my enemies say with fury, " At the moment one might think his bag was empty he produces a masterpiece." That is what Madame Reybaud said on reading "David Sechard," "Honorine," etc. You will read the strange history of "Esther." I will send it to you thoroughly corrected; you will there see a Parisian world which is, and always will be, unknown to you, very different from the falsething to                                                  ;
